¥5C Briefing ‘mﬂa 1954

| MILITARY SITUATION, THROUGHOUT tmmm

| 1. ¥hatever ountcome at Dien Bien Phu, Tonkin d@lﬁu is and will

_reaain Loy srea. _
£. Viet Minh strength there at all times high; immﬁw

20,000 regelars - 85,000 auxiliaries.

1. They make daily routine of ambushing French units,
catting Eamﬁnng - Hanol surface route; supply of
danod homing datficult. -

i. Viet Minh hm not yet exm-tad £ull capabilities in

MM/""““'« N
delta: heavier wtien Jxpected.,

3. Nine mgulm mzmimw epaced slong Hanei - Haiphoag
route ammbd to try fswn to izolate Manol.
B. French sobile taﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ iﬁ ﬁltﬂ»; about ‘.ﬁ mttaliﬂﬂ& in

e

. Noveaber, daxx.‘tetpa by diapem“’* w m.en Bion Phu and Laos
R to 17, ? -
1. Despite ﬂitﬁimn »sc ' Ulen Bien Phu, Navarre afraid to
pull out less m}wu pEratroop battalidms in delta.
II. XIn South Vietnam, ?rau‘@h Unton regultrs totni 37 battalions.
4. Viet Minh has tmlf 10 w’a”m‘mngth Fegular battalions.
B. But French are tied down all over countryside, guarding
roads and key installations.
1. UnaBle to reduce strength | to reianforce elsevhare.
111. 1In Central Vietnaw, Prench bave 18 battalions in Operation
Atlante, begua last January.

4. Operation has cleured fatirly large strigcagﬂmfiiut
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has not seriously engaged Viet Minh. oE CLA;::‘%A 8s. [
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- units used in Atlunte pulled from plateau ares and

as result French bave lost several posuts there.

€. Bilen Blea Phu rvequirements have cut into force planned for
4tlante und gperation has vecently slowed.
IV. Viet Minh decision to attack Dien Bien Phu elisinated at lgaast
for time being seis threat to Lsos.
A. Total Prench Union forces in Laos are 40 battalions.
1. BEight of these in northern Laos operating against
regionals in area where enemy moved down towafd Luang
Prabang and back last winter.
4. Another 25 battaiions stationed in cemtral and southern
laos to guard sgaimst second smemy thrust to the

Bekong . |
3. Viet Minh force that got there last December woved

back but is st11l largely intmei: eneny rdgulars in
all Laos total 1¢ battalions.

V. Viet Minh incursion of northern Canbodisz last week marks first

movement of orgenized VietMink group across that country's
vorders.

A. Estimated at ap to two battalions, force is too small
to present real threat; Viet ¥ish motive probably to
wake political capital, prior G&nag;nw

B. But Viet #¥ink has long had about 1000 regulars and 6500
auxiliaries operating as guerrillss in Cambodia,

€. Totsl French Unton atrength is 15 battalions.

D. PFronch on 2 April ordered back to Canbodin two French

Union battalions of Cambodian reoruits that had been
noved to southeran lLaos,
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